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ACTION FACT SHEET for AUDITORS 

Grazing for weeding and soil preparation 

Goal 
Use livestock for reducing the impact on wildlife from agricultural inputs used for weeding or 

soil preparation. 

Short            de-
scription of the 
measure 

 

Livestock has traditionally grazed in farms, not only in grasslands but also taking advantage of 

the valuable resources that can be found in arable land once the harvest is done, or under 

permanent crops. Wild plants, crop residues and stubbles are just a few examples of the re-

sources that animals can use. The feeding activity is also used for cleaning fields from unde-

sired plants, choosing the appropriate animals and during several times of the year. 

Timeframe 

(When to start a 
measure and antici-
pated time for im-
plementation) 

When to start: when resources are available for animals. 

How auditors 
can assess if the 
measure has 
been imple-
mented in a 
good quality?  

 No herbicides are used 

 Appropriate densities of livestock are used for avoiding counteractive effects, such as 

soil compaction, overgrazing of hedges, etc. 

Additional in-
formation the 
auditor need 
for verification 
(if any) 

When the farmer is not the owner of the livestock, some conflicts may arise. In some cases, 

shepherds’ and farmers’ interest are not the same. Shepperd will probably want to feed as 

many animals as possible, while farmers will want to preserve soil from impacts (compaction, 

erosion, etc.) as well as to keep the crops undisturbed. 

It is important to verify that this measure is implemented appropriately and no counteractive 

effects are observed in the field. 

Effects on    bio-
diversity  

(ecosystems, 
species, soil bio-
diversity) 

 

 Grazing for weeding helps to avoid the use of herbicides. 

 Livestock activity attracts other animals that feed on little insects 

that are disturbed (such as the cattle egret or passerines). 

 Animal droppings and dung are used by soil fauna and insects 

(such as dung beetles) which are sometimes endangered due to 

antibiotics and other products given to animals. 

Indicator/key 
data 

 Number of animals and days of grazing in the field. 

Reference 

 www.northcentralsare.org/Educational-Resources/Fact-Sheets/Sheep-Grazing-to-

Manage-Crop-Residues-Insects-and-Weeds-in-Northern-Plains-Grain-and-Alfalfa-

Systems  
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Further information: Knowledge Pool 

 

This Action Fact Sheet belongs to the training package for auditors of standard organisations and companies and 

was developed within the project LIFE Food & Biodiversity (Biodiversity in Standards and Labels of for the Food 

Industry). The main objective of the project is to improve the biodiversity performance of standards and sourcing 

requirements in the food industry by helping standard organisations to integrate efficient biodiversity criteria into 

their schemes and motivating food processing companies and retailers to include comprehensive biodiversity cri-

teria into their sourcing guidelines. 
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