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„In future, our main concern will no longer be wheather we can 

travel to every place on earth. Our main interest will be 

wheather it is worthwhile arriving there!“ 

                                                                      (Herman Löns, 1908) 
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37 % of Germans want to make socially acceptable vacation trips, environmental 

friendly ist relevant for 32 % 

Importance of sustainability at vacation trips 

Ecology Social 
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 Tourists are increasingly demanding and interested in 

environmental quality 

 Long term protection of intact nature and land scape = lakes! 

Important capital for the tourism sector 

 Added value for the region and the local population 

 More and more touroperators request sustainability, e.g. TUI, 

Forum Anders Reisen with 48 small/medium size tour 

operators 

 Certified environmental quality is increasingly requested by 

donors = requirement for financing 

 Potential for the reduction of costs (e.g. Energy, water, waste) 

 

Why environmental friendly and socially responsible 

tourism?  
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Important Tourism Destination: Lake Constance Region   
 

©Tschubber - wikimedia 

Area: 536 km² 

Length: 63 km 

Width: 14 km 

Maximal depth: 254 m 

 

Europe´s largest natural 

drinking water reservoir 

– water supply for 3.7 

Mio. people 

 

Important rest and 

breeding ground for 

waterfowl and migratory 

birds.  
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Lake Constance Region  

 Important Tourism Destination  

 

 

• 90 % of Germans know the region 

• 2012 about 18.8 Mio. overnight stays 

• Average stay: 3.4 days 

• 85 % of tourists arrive / move by car 

• Up to 32 million day trippers per year 

• Tourists spend ca. 1.8 billion Euro per year (only 

German lake region) 

• 5.5 % of the population works in tourism 

• 10 main attractions!  

• The most important attraction is Lake Constance! 

 
To handle the big amount of visitors and to implement a sustainable tourism 

in the region various measures are necessary 
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Standards and labels for the certification of a certain environmental 

quality /sustainability of products /services  and destinations 

 for Accomodations, Touroperator, Destinations  

 

Environmental Management Systems (EU EMAS, ISO 14001) for 

continuous improvement of environmental performance 

 

Guidelines on Social Responsability = ISO 26000 (not certificable)  

 

In preparation = ISO 37101: Sustainable development and resilience 

of communities - Management system 

How to achieve sustainable tourism? 
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Positive example: ECOCAMPING 

ECOCAMPING is an association to promote the 

environmental protection & nature conservation, security 

and quality on campsites  

Implementation of an integrated ECOCAMPING Managementsystem in the 

campsite buisnesses; developed on the basis of the Europe-wide Eco-

Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS). 
 
 
 

 Start at Lake Constance with 16 camping sites. Now there are more than 250 

camping sites in europe. 



        Sustainable tourism development at Lake Constance  

Results of the implementation of 

ECOCAMPING Management 2008-2010 

Jesolo International Club Camping (Italy) 

 

Gas consumption 

Water consumption 

Savings: 

100,000 € p.a. 
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Positive examples for sustainable tourism activities: 
 
„Solar-powered boats“ 

 

• Promote „gentle“ tourism on the lake.  
 

• Crossings or tours on regular ferry operations. 

• Special events like concerts or special  nature tours 

• Possible to rent  for crossings or tours for families, schools,  

     associations, enterprises ….. 

Food: „Gutes vom See“ – regional brand for environment-

friendly food from the Lake Constance Area 
 

Association with over 45 members from the areas agriculture, 

food processing, whole sale and retailer, gastronomy and 

comercial citchen.  

 

The brand garantees a regional and environment friendly 

production and processing.  
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Positive examples for sustainable tourism: 
 
Flower Island of Mainau  
 
Famous for their flower gardens with palms, mediterranean  

plants and subtropical and tropical vegetation  

   - 1.6 milllion visitors per year 

 

 

Engangement in environment protection:  

 Implementation of the Environmental Management System EMAS since 1997 

 Separation of waste for the visitors in the park 

 Organic Certification of wineyards and Orchards  

 Implementation of the Energy Management System - ISO 5001 

 Projects to promot sustainable mobility  

 FSC-certification of the Mainau Forest (420 ha) 

 Certification of the gastronomie with the European Organic Label.  
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Lake Constance –  

positive example for sustainable lake tourism? 

NO !!! 

What is missing: 

 Plan for sustainable tourism development with concrete aims and time table 

for implementation 

 Certified environmental friendly hotels and apartments 

 More restrictions for boating; no water ski or other polluting water sports  

 No more infrastructures for recreational activities at the lake 

 Sound promotion of environmental friendly mobility (public transport)  
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Thank you for the attention! 

Dr. Kerstin Fröhle, Bodensee-Stiftung (Lake Constance 

Foundation)  

Kerstin.froehle@bodensee-stiftung.org 

 


