
 

                                               

 

 

Learning for Lakes:                                                                                  

 

Agriculture and Fisheries Case Study    

 
 

Title:   Organic Farming close to National Park areas 

Location: Lake Balaton, Hungary   

Period:  2009- present 

Organizations: Közép-dunántúli Biokultúra Egyesület 

Budget:   ??   

 

Location and Background  

The Közép-dunántúli Biokultúra Egyesület is the Organic Association for the Central 

Transdanubian Region of Hungary. This is an NGO with its headquarters located 15 kms 

from the Lake Balaton on an organic farm and was formed by farmers, growers and 

consumers of organic products over a decade ago with the primary aim of promoting organic 

farming, of developing the good practices between man and his environment and of 

safeguarding human health. The Association relies on membership fees and grants to 

support its promotional and educational activities.  

Problems/Issues and Causes of Issue     

Difference between the interests of the national park and that of private farmers 

– Conflicts between national parks and private farms/hunters 

In order to farm in a sustainable way farms need to have a reliable source of income. In the 

areas within the national park designated for grazing several conflicts arise from  

a) legislation restricting the reseeding of damaged pastures and 

 b) wild boar, damaging the pastures,  

c) stag and deer eating the winter crops sown for farm animals.  

Since organic farmers can only farm efficiently if they take advantage of national and 

European agricultural subsidies, they are financially more severely affected than non-organic 

farmers because of the higher demands and higher subsidies. Meanwhile the hunting 

societies have allowed the game to over multiply, because it makes for easier hunting, and 

have not backed this by providing game with feed and drink in times of recent draught.   

 

 



 

                                               

 

 

Organizations Involved  

Organic Association for the Central Transdanubian Region of Hungary 

Hunting Societies 

Ministry for Environmental Protection and Water 

Ministry of Agriculture 

Actions Taken  

Most organic farmers have entered into National/EU programs helping nature friendly land 

use (Natura 2000, KAT, AKG) these 

have brought about common interests. 

These provide additional subsidies to 

farmers providing they comply with the 

regulations designed to primarily 

protect birds and wildlife habitats. 

Emphasis is placed on traditional 

farming methods which have a low 

impact on the environment. The social, 

cultural, economic and nature preservation interests needed to be brought into equilibrium. 

Where this balance has been misplaced, the farmer can approach the Ministry of Agriculture 

requesting that the hunting societies should be told to keep the number of game in their area 

at a level which enables sustainable farming. Requests can also be made to the Ministry for 

the Environment and Water detailing the extent of damage to pastures in the National Park 

and requesting the permission to carry out their repair. The Hunting Societies responsible for 

the specific areas have been approached by the organic farmer who suffered the damage to 

pay some level of compensation for damage caused to the farmer by the game.   

Maintenance and Monitoring  

The farmer farming within the national park has an obligation to submit annual farm diaries, 

is subjected to monitoring and checks made by the Agricultural and Regional Development 

Office (MVH) www.mvh.gov.hu, by the organic control authority (Biokontroll Hungária) 

www.biokontroll.hu, by the soil and plant protection authority (Növény és Talajvédelmi 

Igazgatóság) www.kormanyhivatal.hu/.../noveny-es-talajvedelmi-ig. and must keep good 

farming practices in order to retain any financial support awarded. Whilst there are various 

advisory organizations (Chamber of Agriculture), Falugazdász hálózat (farmers advisory 

network) to assist farmers in complying with monitoring requirements, the monitoring of 

game numbers and damage caused by game to grasslands and agricultural crops is not 
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monitored and the outcome is nothing like as severe for the hunting societies as the fines 

imposed on farmers for “misadministration”.  

Results and benefits  

This has had a result that the hunting societies are beginning to realize that organic farmers 

need proper compensation for damage caused by game not just for lost production but for 

loss of the ability to comply with the 

undertaken demands of EU and national 

subsidies and are forced by the 

government to reduce game numbers to a 

sustainable amount. Farmers are taking 

measures to ensure that they can keep 

the requirements set out by the relevant 

authorities if they are to farm in a 

sustainable manner within the National 

Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lessons Learnt  

In order to maintain diversity and game 

within the National Park farmers must be 

awarded adequate compensation for 

game damage to enable sustainable 

farming. Traditional farming methods and 

lack of the use of agrochemicals must be 

rewarded without causing unrealistic 

administrative overheads to farmers. The 

members of hunting societies, who 

choose hunting as their past-time need to 

care for the game which is their 

responsibility according to Hungarian law 

and must cooperate with farmers in order to hunt on land maintained by farmers for their 

livelihood.  

References:  

www.agroinform.com/tags/természetvédelem   

net.jogtar.hu/jr/gen/hjegy_doc.cgi?docid=99600055.  
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