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Location and Background   

Hungary lies in the Carpathian Basin in Central Europe, it has a continental climate with no extreme 

lows and highs in temperature. The Balaton Uplands National Park established in 1997, expands over 

an area of more than 57.000 ha. Most of its territory can be found North of Lake Balaton, which is the 

largest shallow-water lake in Central Europe. The Balaton Uplands National Park embraces Europe’s 

unmatched natural heritage. The geological formations and the lavender-scented landscape of Tihany 

Peninsula were awarded the European Diploma in 2003. The once active, huge volcanic field of 

Balaton-felvidék is cherished by Bakony–Balaton Geopark, which is a large wonderland of unique 

geological heritage and caves. The bird paradise of Kis-Balaton is an excellent site for bird-watchers 

and nature photographers. 

 

Problems/Issues and Causes of Issue     

The national park area consits of protected habitats, farming areas, vineyards and 22 settlements, 

whose inner belt areas are also protected. Due to its excellent water quality and pleasant temperature 

Lake Balaton is the second most popular tourism destination in Hungary. Balaton Uplands National 

Park Directorate has to deal with the usage of Lake Balaton and its surroundings for many different 

purposes: recreation, logistics, drinking water supply, fishing and commercial harvesting of reeds. 

Environmental protection is striving to reduce the burden of these human activities. 

 

Organisations Involved  

There are more and more local communities and organisations involved in nature conservation and in 

sustainable ecotourism these include: Association of Civil Organisations of Lake Balaton, Springwater 

Association, Women for Lake Balaton Association, Transdanubian Bioculture Association, Hungarian 

Birdlife Association, Balaton Coordinating and Development Agency. 



 

                                               

 

Actions Taken  

The key tasks of the national park directorate are to protect and interpret the natural values, provide 

good decisions and encourage promotion of ecotourism. The Balaton Uplands National Park 

Directorate created 15 interpretive sites themed on the natural and cultural heritige. 

 

 

Maintenance and Monitoring  

The Hungarian Biodiversity Monitoring System serves the description of the natural status of our  

country by long-term monitoring of the selected living creatures and certain characteristics of the 

ecological communities. Projects have been launched for, e.g.: the observation of protected and 

endangered species, the monitoring of habitats and species of community and national importance. 

There are questioneries available for tourists at the interpretive sites and on the homepage of the 

Balaton Uplands National Park in order to improve our ecotourism services. www.bfnp.hu 

 

Results and benefits  

Spectacular results have been achieved in the 

last few years in the field of ecotourism at Lake 

Balaton. The public awareness of environmental 

issues has increased and there are a wide 

range of ecotourism programs available.  

The Balaton Uplands National Park offers an 

active holiday on the land of tamed volcanoes 

and lavender fields“, in the beech forests of 

Bakony Hills as well as on the wetland area of 

Kis-Balaton. 

Adventure cave tours, boating on the Lake Cave 

under the streets of Tapolca, guided nature 

tours and geotours await nature lovers 

throughout the year. Taking photos of birds 

everyday lives at Kis-Balaton from a shelter and 

participating in birdwatching activities keep our 

visitors active from spring till autumn.  

The outstanding geological heritage of the 

Bakony-Balaton Geopark provides unique 

opportunities for geotourism.  

Nature trails lead hikers along forests, 

meadows, basalt coloumns and countless 

natural and cultural treasures of the region, 15 

interpretive sites await the visitors - serving the 

tourists well in these protected areas.  

 

 

http://www.bfnp.hu/


 

                                               

 

The information board system, guiding booklets, homepage and Facebook site, smartphone app of 

the Balaton Uplands National Park provide further information to visitors. 

https://www.bfnp.hu/english/pages/interpretive_sites_nature_trails/ 

 

Lessons Learnt  

Partnership and international networking 

contribute to increase public awareness of 

the environmental issues and give 

opportunities to learn best practices. Intense 

communication with and involvement from 

the local people and organisations in nature 

conservation and sustainable ecotourism 

provides opportunities to improve the 

economy of these rural areas. 
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