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The Kis-Balaton is a large wetland which is located on the Western part of Lake Balaton and its shape 

is formed by Lake Balaton’s main tributary, River Zala. Kis-Balaton with its area of 14.750 acres has 

an uninterrupted water-wildlife of large dimensions wich represents a unique value by European 

standards as well. Kis-Balaton has been a nature protection area since 1951, now it belongs to Balaton 

Uplands National Park. Kis-Balaton has been under the protection of Ramsar Convention since 1979 

and it also belongs to the Natura 2000 habitat network. 

 

The History 

 

A considerable part of the recent Kis-Balaton area existed as a basin of Lake Balaton up to the end of 

the 18
th  

century and was navigable even for streamers. The River Zala „lost” in the marsh varied by  

reed-stands and open water surfaces, thus its water reached Lake Balaton properly filtered by this 

natural marsh of Kis-Balaton basin. At this time the water level of Lake Balaton was much higher 

(with 2-3 meters) than nowaday. The existence and shape of this land was depended on the water level 

fluctuation of Lake Balaton and the prevailing weather conditions. With the constraction of Sió-lock in 

1863 then with the complection of the south railway, the wetland became blocked from the lake. In the 

first part of 19
th  

century the water level of the lake lowered in several steps which caused of the higher 

areas of the Kis-Balaton basin dry out. The draining of Kis-Balaton in 1922 also dealt the nature a 

heavy blow. As a consequence of the regulation the Kis-Balaton and the other surrounding marshes 

lost their function of protecting the water quality of Lake Balaton, but the wetland reconstruction 

started in 1980 and still lasting in these day has brought prosperous alteration. 

 

The Kis-Balaton Water Protection System 

 

As a consequence of the regulation the Kis-Balaton and the other surrounding marshes lost their 

function of protecting the water quality of Lake Balaton. It was strengthened by the consequences of 

civilization, i.e. intensive agricultural chemicalisation, increasing urbanization, developing and 

spreading of holiday resorts in the region, which altogether resulted in the significant deterioration of 

quality of waters entering Lake Balaton. 

The undesirable changes of water quality (algae blooms, siltation, eutrophication) were most 

pronounced in the Keszthely-bay, on the Western part of Lake Balaton between 1970-1980. This facts 

made the West-Transdanubian District Water Authority to work out the concept of the Kis-Balaton 

Water Protection System.  Construction of Kis-Balaton Water Protection System is envisaged to be 

completed in two steps. The first stage, the Hídvégi-pond, was constructed between 1981 and 1985.  

The construction of the second stage, the Fenéki-pond, started in 1984, but it hasn’t finished yet. The 

development conception trended to harmonizing the interests of protection the water quality of Lake 

Balaton, of  protection and increasing the natural and ecological values and of decreasing of the risk of 

floods. The Kis-Balaton Project was established for the realization of  Kis-Balaton Water Protection 

System  Phase II in 2007. Its Preliminary Feasibility Study was made by Pelso 2007 Consortium. The 

Consortium made a Forum what was composed of different kinds of experts, engineers, economists, 

civil organizations and delegates of the affected municipalities for the conciliation of different kind of 

interests. According to the proposed solution the water level of Kis-Balaton will depend on the natural 

water level fluctuation of River Zala raising with this the prosperous environmental conditions for the  

flora and fauna living on the wetland as well as giving possibilities for adaptable regulation of the 

water quality protection. 

 

 


