
 

 

 

 

 

 

“BIODIVERSITY IN MY GARDEN” 

Publishing a series of articles – making a publication 
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Introduction 
 
Unfortunately, the current generation has no experience with backyard farming. 
Therefore, it is extremely important to regain the ancient knowledge and a more 
sustainable way of thinking. Nowadays, people tend to plant only grass and thuja species 
in their gardens, or even worse, they often cover their backyards with artificial grass or 
pave their gardens, as these solutions do not require too much maintenance. This latest 
statement is true in particular for weekend house owners who do not spend too much 
time in their property. Thus, they try to make their environment as maintenance-free as 
possible. 
 
The number of gardeners is constantly decreasing. Young and middle-aged adults are 
less interested in this ‘hobby’. This is a problem, which must be tackled. The aim of the 
tool is to provide knowledge in an easily understandable way and recommend simple 
and economically feasible measures to stop or even reverse the negative trends. 
Thereby, private gardens can serve as places for education, where the adult population 
and families can learn based on their own intrinsic motivation, and at the same time, 
private gardens can also serve as tiny little jungles of biodiversity. 
 
According to the surveys conducted in the framework of the Inspiring for Biodiversity 
project, the currently used awareness raising tools are too general and the messages are 
not always target group specific. With the help of publishing a series of articles, we can 
share practical information with the target group in an easy-to-understand way. 
Backyards and private gardens can be ideal places for education. With the help of the 
articles, we can affect the emotions and feelings of local residents, as they learn in the 
course of establishing, observing and taking care of their own “piece of biodiversity”. 
 
In every months, the Lake Balaton Development Coordination Agency (LBDCA) publishes 
an article in a regional magazine, called “Balatoni Futár”, in connection with the protection 
of environment and preservation of biodiversity. The Balatoni Futár is a monthly 
magazine, which gives information to the local actors (local residents, municipalities, 
companies, NGOs, etc.) on the latest news and developments implemented in the Lake 
Balaton Region. Balatoni Futár is a printed magazine, but it is also available online: 
http://balatonifutar.info/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Series of Articles – used as educational materials 
 
The loss of biodiversity has unpredictable consequences. The destruction, degradation 
and fragmentation of habitats are the main cause of loss of biodiversity, while the spread 
of invasive species are the second most important cause. More and more people move 
to live in cities or in larger settlements. Many people spend the majority of their time 

http://balatonifutar.info/
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indoors; thereby, they do not experience the landscape-shaping effects of their activities 
and life-styles. Thus, they neither feel the direct consequence of those. Private gardens, 
backyards and balconies play important role in the protection of biodiversity. They 
provide habitat for pollinating insects and songbirds. In addition, they protect the 
extremely important organisms in the soil too. In private gardens, local residents can also 
produce food at very low cost and in a surprisingly effective way. More attention should 
be dedicated to private gardens and backyards not only because they help local residents 
to become self-sufficient, but they also contribute to environmental protection, 
adaptation to climate change, environmental consciousness (becoming conscious 
buyers and environmentally conscious people) and preservation of biodiversity. 
 
The aim of the tool is to publish a series of articles in the local or regional newspapers. 
These newspapers are popular among local residents and weekend house owners. The 
articles are published on a regular basis. The timing of the articles should be in 
accordance to the calendar year: the articles give practical advices and describe the 
tasks, which has to be implemented in the given period. 
 
The series of articles gives help to the establishment and transformation of private 
gardens. The articles give suggestions on different plant combinations, taking into 
account various factors, e.g. size, soil types and level of sun exposure in the garden. These 
ideas promote the local native species, especially crops and drought-tolerant 
ornamental and medicinal plants. Besides giving concrete recommendations on the 
elaboration of gardens and plant beds, the articles also provide guidance for taking care 
of the plants, and they introduce the list of equipment needed. In addition, the articles 
provide assistance for harvesting the fruits, vegetables and herbs, and they introduce 
kitchen tips and tricks for their utilisation and preservation. The impact on biodiversity is 
an important factor in the course of elaboration of plant combinations: What animals can 
be attracted into the garden? How garden owners can help? (e.g. insect hotels, hedgehog 
passages, bird feeder, etc.)  
 
The published articles can be collected, and we can introduce them in a separate 
publication, which we can also distribute to our target groups by the help of the local 
municipalities and local NGOs. 
 
 
 

How to publish a series of articles on biological diversity? 
 
Similarly to the online presentations, publishing a series of articles on biological diversity 
is not a complicated task, but we have to take various aspects into account. The first very 
important question is whether we have proper skills and background knowledge on 
biological diversity to write articles on the topic? If we are not competent in biodiversity 
and environmental protection, and/or nor have experience in writing articles, it might be 
easier and more fruitful, if we contact experts of the topic and invite them to write the 
articles, while we will do the administrative work of publishing the articles. However, if 
we are familiar with the topic, we can write the articles by ourselves as well. In the 
following, we are going to introduce you some useful tips, which can help you to 
effectively call the attention of local residents to environmental problems and encourage 
them to take actions for the protection of nature and improvement of biodiversity.  
 
 

Article about home gardening, published in “Balatoni Futár”(April 2022) 
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Source: https://balatonifutar.info/?p=14059#more-14059 
 

Plan the topics and frequency of articles 

At first, we have to plan the topics and frequency of articles in accordance to our main 
goal: to give detailed information and practical guidance for readers for the 
implementation of measures in their own households and in their own gardens. 
 
LBDCA publishes the articles on a monthly basis, and we plan the topics of the articles in 
advance for a one-year period. If you aim to publish the articles more frequently (maybe 
on a weekly basis), you can prepare the plan for a shorter period of time as well (e.g. for 
2-3 months). 
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The articles, published by LBDCA, aims to motivate locals to protect nature and promote 
sustainability of their households. Therefore, the topics do not focusing only on the 
protection of biodiversity. Some of the articles are directly dealing with the protection of 
biodiversity (e.g. the article published in March talks about the plant and animal species 
living in the Lake Balaton region, or the article published in October calls the attention to 
the importance of herbs and medicinal plants). While other articles focus on topics 
related to the protection of nature in general. The aim is to encourage local residents to 
live a more sustainable lifestyle, thereby protecting their nature.  
 
 
 

Search for background information 

In order to provide readers with accurate information and applicable solutions, it is 
important to search and look for relevant background information. Although we might 
already have a lot of accumulated knowledge, but we can always find new practices, 
interesting techniques and some promising solutions, which we can share with our 
readers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Write, edit and publish the articles 

If we gathered the information we need, then we can start writing the articles. It is very 
important to keep in mind, who will be the target group of our article. In case of the 
articles of LBDCA, the articles are read by the local residents in particular. Therefore, it is 
very important to write the articles in an easy-to-understand way. It is recommended to 
avoid using foreign and technical terms. Instead, let we explain the meaning by using 
short sentences consisting of common expressions.  
 

Here is a list of useful online sites, which worth to be checked for more information: 
www.mme.hu 
www.bnfp.hu 
www.blki.hu 
www.sefag.hu 
www.zalaerdo.hu 
www.verga.hu 
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As the next step, we also have to decide about where we would like publish your articles. 
Online or Offline? Both options have advantages and disadvantages. For example, online 
articles are easy and convenient tool to reach a large number of people. With the help of 
social media platforms (e.g. Facebook, Instagram), we can easily share and disseminate 
the online contents. However, the credibility of printed articles are higher. Moreover, 
some of the local population (e.g. elders) might not be familiar with searching on the web 
and they might not read online contents at all. Fortunately, many media are available 
online and offline as well, so you can enjoy the benefits of both versions at the same time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After deciding on the way of publishing our articles, we can choose the right 
platform/media where we can publish our article. We have to keep in mind, that each 
media has its own target group. Therefore, if we would like to target the local population 
in general, we have to publish our articles in the proper media. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monitoring readers’ feedback 

After publishing the article (independently whether it is published offline or online), it is 
very important to monitor the feedbacks of the readers. Therefore, it is suggested to share 
our contact data at the end of the articles, to where the readers can send their questions, 
comments and suggestions. As a result, we will see the topics in which readers are 
interested, the doubts they have and the problems they face. These feedbacks help to 
establish closer relations with the readers (the local residents in our case) and also serve 
as a source of inspiration for the topics of our future articles. 
 
 

If you would like to write articles about the biodiversity of the Lake Balaton region, we 
recommend publishing them in the following types of media: 

Veszprémi Napló: printed daily regional newspaper, available online as well 
(https://www.veol.hu/) 

Zalai Napló: printed daily regional newspaper, available online as well 
(https://www.zaol.hu/) 

Somogy Hírlap: printed daily regional newspaper, available online as well 
(https://www.sonline.hu/) 

Balatoni Futár: printed monthly regional magazine, available online as well 
(http://balatonifutar.info/) 

Hírbalaton: online regional news portal (https://www.hirbalaton.hu/) 
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Make a collection of the articles 

The Agency keeps all published articles (both in paper and electronic formats). In 
addition, all the issues of “Balatoni Futár” are available online at the following link as well: 
https://balatonifutar.info/?page_id=13797 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The long-term goal is to make the articles available at an online community platform, 
which will be described as part of the Tool 3 of this project.  
 
In addition, if we can find appropriate funding opportunity, we will plan publish the 
articles in paper form as well (for example in the form of a booklet). 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
The series of articles and publications can be an effective tool to introduce the biological 
diversity to the local residents and the weekend house owners, and call their attention to 
the importance of protecting the natural values. The series of articles can serve as a 
guidance for local population, encouraging them for backyard farming and promoting a 
more sustainable way of thinking in general. If each of us take a small action to improve 
biodiversity at our homes, we can achieve significant results.  
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Annex: Articles published in the Balatoni Futár in 2021 
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