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Tourists – Biodiversity
Conservationists?
Every year, thousands of tourists visit South
Africa’s National parks. Rhinos and African
Wild Dogs are at the top of the visitor’s
wish list when going on safari. It is exactly this circumstance that shall help save
these animal species from extinction. Since
April 2012, GNF, together with Deutsche

Preface
Poyang Lake International Famous Lakes
Friendly Exchange Conference 2012

Umwelthilfe and the local partner Wildlands
Conservation Trust, is implementing a project linking environmentally sustainable wild
animal tourism, biodiversity conservation
and poverty reduction. The project area
Somkhanda Community Games Reserve is
located in the north of KwaZulu Natal and is
one of the poorest regions in South Africa.
Hiv/Aids is widely spread, education opportunities are poor and over three quarters of
the people have no regular income. Sustainable wild animal tourism will contribute to
create urgently needed jobs and secure the
protection of the region in the long term, as
income generation is directly linked to the
preservation of the biodiversity. The Somkhanda Reserve is private land owned by a
local clan and has been officially declared a
conservation area in 2010.
Within the scope of the project, together
with the local people, the necessary infrastructure shall be built up and the protection
and management of the whole region as
well as the condition of the species living
there shall be improved and optimised. The
endangered Black and White Rhinos as well
as the re-introduced African Wild Dogs will
be particularly protected. Qualified training
and a comprehensive environmental edu-

re of the indispensable value of the services,
lakes and wetlands provide to us! And we
know that only healthy lakes and wetlands
are able to adapt to climate change.

Lakes and wetlands are among the most
threatened ecosystems of our planet. They
are important and valuable ecosystems for
human beings providing water for drinking,
sanitation, agriculture, fish, transport, electricity generation, recreation.

The cities of Gongquingcheng and Jiujiang –
both located at Poyang Lake – and

The major threats to lakes and wetlands are
almost the same all over the world: contamination and decline in water quality, over
extraction of water for irrigation, destruction
of shallow areas and lake shores by urbanization, over fishing. The list of “death lakes”
is getting longer and longer. In future, all
these problems will still be aggravated by
the climate change.

Several Living Lakes partners participated
in the event. We got diverse and sometimes
contradictory information on the situation
of Poyang Lake. The meeting demonstrated
that recovery and protection of Poyang Lake
is now on the list of priorities at local and
regional level.

We all know perfectly well that our reserves
of drinking water are limited and we are awa-

Jiangxi Province Government organized the
Poyang Lake International Famous Lakes
Friendly Exchange Conference 2012.

Poyang Lake is the biggest lake in China. The
development towards an eco-economic region is the target of the regional government
and would have a great influence on other

African Wild Dog

cation programme ensure continuation of
the project after the project support ends.
Responsibly and considerately implemented,
tourism can definitely contribute to the protection of threatened species.
The project is supported by the Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development of Germany.

lake regions in China, even
on the rest of the World.
Let´s hope that the “Lakes Friendly Exchange”
was the starting point
of a real exchange and
a step towards the
development of an ecoeconomic zone at Lake
Poyang, based on the
protection and wise
management of natural
resources.

Marion Hammerl at the
conference in China

Marion Hammerl
President Global Nature Fund

Mangrove Forests – a fascinating eco-system
Mangrove forests consist of trees and shrubs
from different plant families comprising approximately 70 species. They are able to
store carbon dioxide and thus significantly
contribute to climate protection. They offer a
breathtaking species diversity. In the forests
live reptiles, mammals as well as numerous
birds. The dense root system is well adapted to the conditions of salty coastal water
and brackish water near river mouths. Two
thirds of all fish species living in the sea
use the root system as breeding place or
source of food because oysters, Balanidae,
snails and small crabs are abundant. Additionally, mangroves are indispensable for the
local population whose livelihood depends
on fish, crabs and mussels as well as wood
products. Intact mangrove forests protect
against coastal erosion and reduce the impact of flood waves and Tsunamis.
Unfortunately, mangrove forests disappear
quite unnoticed. During the past 100 years,
half of all mangroves worldwide were irrevocably destroyed through deforestation.

In Indonesia, India, Thailand, Philippines,
and Sri Lanka already hundred thousands of
hectares mangrove forest were cut down,
mainly due to increased population density
and commercial shrimp farming. Up to now
over 1,4 million hectares mangrove forest
were transformed to aquacultures. As after
a few years the shrimps and fish ponds are
strongly contaminated with chemicals and
antibiotics, they are abandoned and built
elsewhere. Reforestation of mangroves is
almost impossible then.

Joint project helps to restore
mangrove forests
For years, the Global Nature Fund has been
cooperating with partner organisations in
Indonesia and Sri Lanka. At the beginning
of 2012, a cross-border project was launched implementing measures to protect and
preserve mangrove forests in Cambodia, Sri
Lanka, Thailand and India. In March 2012,
all project partners attended a co-ordination
and training meeting in Krabi on the sou-

Please support the GNF efforts
to protect mangrove forests!
More information available at
www.globalnature.org
Donation account:
GLS-Gemeinschaftsbank Bochum
IBAN: DE 53 4306 0967 8040 4160 00
BIC: GENODEM1GLS

thern coast of Thailand. A key issue of the
network is to rehabilitate destroyed mangrove forests and protect them permanently.
In close cooperation with the local population, alternative sources of income shall be
created to preserve the threatened mangrove
eco-systems in the long term. In the course
of the project, over 100 hectares mangrove forest will be reforested. The families
living there shall be actively involved in
environmental education activities, and thus
sensitized on the value of forest protection.
A planned species census in each of the
countries involved will improve planning of
further protective measures.

Picture: MAP (Mangrove Action Project)

In brief
Meeting of Friends of Living
Lakes and Supporters
From October 18-20, 2012, the annual meeting of the Friends and Supporters of GNF
will be organised at Chiemsee.
A varied programme and excursions at the
largest lake of Bavaria will be offered to
the participants.

Children fishing in the mangroves

Chiemsee inland delta

Jordan River Exhibition
We all know the saying „To pass over the
Jordan”. In fact, the river is in danger of
suffering the same fate. It is on the verge
of drying up. Today the Jordan is kept alive
by sewage, fertilizer run off and salt water.
A very sad development of this once so well
watered, culturally and historically still important river that forms the natural border
between Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian
territories.
GNF and FoEME (Friends of the Earth Middle
East) have compiled an international photo
exhibition at international level presenting

20 impressive black and white photographs
of the photographer Eddie Gerald demonstrating the cultural, religious, political and
ecological situation at the Jordan River. Additionally, seven coloured photographs by
the international well known photographer
Paolo Pellegrin will be shown as well.
The touring exhibition is currently shown at
the Haus am Dom in Frankfurt and will be
touring through Europe to draw the public’s
attention to the threatened natural and cultural heritage of the Jordan River. Additionally, seven information boards, in English

and German, highlight the importance of
the natural and cultural values of the Jordan to humans. In 2011, the exhibition was
shown in the catholic church of St Michael
in Cologne as well as during the World Water
Week in Stockholm. GNF and FoEME aim to
sensitize religious communities for this topic
as well, as the Jordan has a great historical
and theological significance to Christians,
Muslims, and Jews.
The exhibition is realized thanks to the support of the Ursula Merz Foundation.
www.globalnature.org/jordan-fluss

A short notion of Eddie Gerald’s pictures

get grEEN – Environmental Education for the future
After two years of the launch of the environmental education project get grEEN,
the closing meeting was held in Valencia in
August 2012. The goal of the project was to
learn best practices in environmental education and jointly develop new ideas. Over
30 experts in environmental education from
the participating countries Poland, Spain
and Germany met several times at regional events and workshops. Meanwhile first
achievements in the field of tourism e.g.

for disabled people can be seen: at Lake
Chiemsee an information flyer in Braille will
soon be available. Over 400 people have
been involved in the conservation issue by
media coverage in three countries. Project
participants agreed that environmental and
nature protection as well as sustainable development can be achieved only by joint
approaches at a global or at least European
level. Therefore they decided to maintain
the network get grEEN and open it for further

European members. First joint ideas on environmental education and renewable energies
as well as sustainable agriculture have been
developed.
Supported by:
EU-Lifelong Learning Programme Grundtvig

New Personnel
Andras Krolopp, a native Hungarian, diploma biologist and geographer, has already
gained a lot of practical experience regarding
EU politics and management. For several
years he has worked as a General Secretary
of the CEEweb for Biodiversity Network in
Central and East Europe. The past four years
he has worked for IUCN in Brussels (International Union for Conservation of Nature)
in the fields of EU conservation policy and
global issues. As Programme Manager of GNF,
he is responsible for the EU supported SWIM
(Sustainable Water Integrated Management)
Programme in the Lower Jordan valley.

Dr. Thomas Schaefer studied biology with
focus on ecology and nature conservation.
In 2002, he received a PhD at the MaxPlanck-Institute for Ornithology. Several years he has conducted research in the field
of impacts of climate change on songbirds.
From 2005 until this summer he worked as
the BUND office manager in Constance. Dr.
Thomas Schäfer is responsible for the GNF
projects dealing with organic wine production and resource protection in SMEs.

Andras Krolopp

Dr. Thomas Schaefer

We cordially welcome the new colleagues to
the GNF team!

Dates
4-5 October 2012

22-25 October 2012

UK and Ireland Lakes Symposium
www.ukandirelandlakes.org

12th Europarc Conference
Genk, (Limburg) Belgium
www.europarc2012.com

8-12 October 2012
Expert Meeting:
Economic Development and
Management of Lakes
Project „Learning for Lakes“
Lake Constance, Germany
www.globalnature.org

8-19 October 2012
11 COP (Convention of the Parties)
of the CBD (Convention on Biodiversity)
Hyderabad, India
www.cbdcop11india.in
th
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21-22 November 2012
IWRM Karlsruhe 2012 –
Integrated Water Resources Management
Interactions of Water with Energy and
Materials in Urban Areas and Agriculture
Kongresszentrum Karlsruhe, Stadthalle,
Karlsruhe, Germany
www.iwrm-karlsruhe.com/de

27-28 November 2012
SusCon - International Conference on
Sustainable Business and Consumption
World Conference Center Bonn,
Bonn, Deutschland
www.suscon.net
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Publications and online information
Eco-tourism guide: Lake Titicaca: Between Culture and Nature
Download www.globalnature.org/TiticacaSee and www.globalnature.org/titicaca
natur – new magazine
Relaunch of natur & kosmos. Since summer 2012, the magazine has a new lay out and a
new name natur, but the focus remains the same – environment and eco-conscious behavior. The online platform provides the readers the opportunity to contribute to shape the
magazine or present the most beautiful pictures. Within the framework of the network
Living Lakes Germany, natur is a media partner of the Global Nature Fund.
More details available at: www.natur.de.
Visit us on Facebook and write your opinion!
www.facebook.com/globalnature.org
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